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World Premiere presented by Atlantic Theatre Company, New York City, 2016

MARIE AND ROSETTA was developed at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley as part of their New Works Festival.  

Additional development at The Playwright’s Center and The New Harmony Project.

MARIE AND ROSETTA

Written by GEORGE BRANT
Featuring the Music of ROSETTA THARPE and MARIE KNIGHT 

Directed by E. FAYE BUTLER
Music Direction by MAHMOUD KHAN

MUSIC SPONSORS KEN and JOANN JOHNS  

“Marie and Rosetta” is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals 
on behalf of Samuel French, Inc. 
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* - Members of Actors’ Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States. 

ANY VIDEO AND/OR AUDIO RECORDING OF THIS PRODUCTION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.

CAST
IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER

 MAIESHA MCQUEEN* ..............................................................................Sister Rosetta Tharpe 

 ALEXIS J. ROSTON* ............................................................................................. Marie Knight

MUSICIANS

 LARRY BROWN .............................................................................................................. Guitar 

 MAHMOUD KHAN ...................................................................................................... Keyboard

The Cast

The mUSICIANS

MAIESHA MCQUEEN (Sister Rosetta 

Tharpe) is an award-winning performer, 

director, and educator with over three 

decades of experience. Her Broadway 

and touring credits include Waitress 

(Becky/Nurse Norma). Regional 

highlights include The Color Purple, 

Clyde’s, Fela!, Come From Away, and 

Ain’t Misbehavin’. She is the founder of A Bite Out of Broadway 

and an experienced musical director and teaching artist dedicated 

to cultivating the next generation of artists. NYU Tisch/Fordham 

University. www.maieshamcqueen.com/IG: @maieshamcqueen

ALEXIS J. ROSTON (Marie Knight) This 

is Mrs. Roston's Asolo Repertory Theatre 

debut. Time Out Chicago calls her 

“phenomenal,” and Showbiz Chicago raves 

“Roston holds the audience in the palm 

of her hand.” Actress, director, costumer, 

choreographer, and writer Alexis J. Roston 

earned acclaim for her mesmerizing 

portrayal of Billie Holiday in Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar and Grill, 

including Chicago’s Jeff, Black Theater Alliance, and Black Excellence 

Awards. She holds a BFA in musical theatre from Howard University. 

She is a proud member of AEA, SAG-AFTRA, AGMA, and is represented 

by Paonessa Talent Agency.

LARRY BROWN (Guitar) As a guitarist, composer, singer-

songwriter, producer, and educator, Larry Brown stands in a lane 

all his own. Born in Venice, Illinois, he began playing his father’s 

guitar at age five, sparking a lifelong passion. He later pursued 

his musical ambitions, earning a Master’s degree in Jazz Studies 

from Northern Illinois University in 2009. During his studies, he 

learned from renowned jazz artists including Russell Malone, 

Pat Martino, Bucky and John Pizzarelli, John Scofield, and Rick 

Haydon. Brown has performed nationally and internationally 

at major festivals such as the St. Louis Jazz Festival, JVC Jazz 

Festival in New York, and the Lima Jazz Festival in Peru. He also 

appeared with the Betty Carter Jazz Ahead Residency at The 

Kennedy Center. As a bandleader, he released two albums and 

contributed to a respected jazz education book.

MAHMOUD KHAN (Music Director/Keyboard) Chicago: Windfall 

(Steppenwolf), Gospel at Colonus (Court Theatre), A Fool Such 

as I (ETA Creative Arts), Black Nativity (Congo Square Theatre 

Company at Goodman Theatre), and Living All Alone: Phyllis 

Hymn Story (Theatre 47). Regional: Dreamgirls (Alhambra Dinner 

Theatre) and The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time 

(William & Mary). Touring: Crowns (Arizona Theatre Company; 

Portland Center Stage; Actors Theatre of Louisville). Khan is the 

Music Director at Carter Temple C.M.E. Church and founder of 

Geniuskhan Music. @geniuskhan
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Welcome Family!

I am thrilled to share this incredible story with 

the audience and citizens of Sarasota! If you 

are unfamiliar with the musical legends Rosetta 

Tharpe and Marie Knight, I invite you to sit back 

and embark on a captivating journey. Discover 

valuable life lessons, hymns, spirituals, and 

footstomping gospel music!

Gospel music holds a special place in Black 

culture. It serves as a source of solace and comfort 

for individuals seeking peace in challenging times, 

particularly during the 1930s and 1950s. Gospel 

music continues to celebrate the love of God, 

who is portrayed as gracious, compassionate, 

and forgiving. It has evolved from the blues genre 

and has influenced various other musical styles.

Marie Knight and Rosetta Tharpe were 

trailblazers in the gospel/R&B sound, 

which had a profound impact on 

the development of rock and roll.  

 

Both began their musical journey by singing and 

performing in churches at a young age. Marie 

grew up in New Jersey, while Rosetta was raised 

in Arkansas and Chicago.

In 1946 Mississippi, the duo met and began 

rehearsing together a few hours before their first 

performance. George Brant’s script takes us on a 

magical and mystical journey, offering a glimpse 

into the lives of these two forgotten heroes. Their 

stories of life, loss, love, and the entertainment 

industry intertwine with the enchanting sounds 

of music that fill the air.

I encourage you to immerse yourself in the 

experience, lean in, clap, tap your feet, and sing 

along if you’re on pitch.

Thank you to everyone at Asolo Rep for 

continuing the remarkable journey of 

these two extraordinary musical 

treasures.

A LETTER 
FROM THE DIRECTOR

Director

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF 
Based on SHOLEM ALEICHEM’S stories, by special permission of ARNOLD PERL   

Book by JOSEPH STEIN  Music by JERRY BOCK  Lyrics by SHELDON HARNICK  

Produced on the New York Stage by HAROLD PRINCE  

Original New York Stage Production Directed & Choreographed by JEROME ROBBINS  

Directed by PETER ROTHSTEIN  

Choreography by DANNY PELZIG   

Music Direction by MATTHEW MECKES

A Tale of Tradition
On a Sea of Change
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